
Congestive Heart Failure /
Pulmonary Edema

Scene Survey

Hazards Environment MOI / NOI No. of Pts PPE Resources

Primary Survey

LOR Spinal? Airway Breathing Circulation RBS

Intervene as 
indicated 

WITHOUT 
delaying ABCS.

Expose any 
findings.

Skin Oxygen Airway Check Patient Position

Position Seated, 
with Legs Down 

if Possible

Transport?

Rapid Transport 
(SOB)

Critical Interventions

Position Seated / Fowler's
O2 as Indicated

Assist Ventilations if Necessary

Ask for Stretcher

Secondary Survey

SAMPLE OPQRST Vitals Head-to-Toe

If patient unable 
to give Hx, 

consider friends 
& family.

Q. 5 min.
(Don't forget GCS and 

pain assessment if 
applicable)

Look for 
changes on 
auscultation.

Hospital Call

Family, Friends 
and Fire.

NOTES

* Heart Failure is not the same as MI (Heart Attack) - if there is no chest pain, ASA IS NOT indicated.

Request ALS

Condition of 
Patient on 
Approach

Current Position 
(Supine?)

Auscultate for 
Short of Breath

Look for 
worsening SOB.
Ask about onset 
& progression.

Note accessory 
muscle use and 
pedal edema.

If 
UNRESPONSIVE 

verify carotid 
pulse present, 

continue airway, 
breathing if 

found.
(CAB)

Verify 
effectiveness;

Intervene if 
indicated.
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